PKPS BANQUET
November 12 at 6:00 pm.
Knight’s of Columbus Hall
616 W. David St. Morton, IL.
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Directions:
From East Peoria take I-74 to Morton, take
exit 102A for Morton Ave. Turn right onto
to N. Morton Ave., turn right onto N Maple
Ave. then turn right onto W. David St. The
K of C Hall will be on the left.

IT’S PAST DUE ON YOUR DUES :
And They Are Still Only $20.00
Please give cash/check to our treasurer:
Or Send To:
Letriana Cantrell
311 Arnold Rd.
East Peoria, IL. 61611

Happy
Thanksgiving

Prairieland Koi and Pond Society
General Meeting Minutes
Saturday October 8, 2016
9:05 – 9:50 a.m.
Attendance: 30 people were present
Location: Steve Wakeman’s Peoria residence
Meeting: Steve told us he joined the PKPS after a pond tour and built his lovely pond with Sheldon
Bevard. His pond is about 8 years old, holds about 5600 gallons of water, and is 32 inches deep. He uses 2,
3500 gal/hr. pumps, a bio-filter, and like most of us, has too many fish (~70) with 1 to 2 spawns per year. He
told us his winterization scheme: uses a net for leaves, then removes the net after trees are done shedding. He
detaches his pond-bottom aerator and has a pipe about 1 foot below the surface and connects a heater 6 inches
below the surface to keep a hole in the ice when the pond freezes.
Jeannie Clarke gave a fun and informative presentation on lotus growth and care. Lilypons Water Gardens is
the catalog she uses to get her lotus plants. Greg Cantrell handed out catalogs and he has more if anyone
would like one. Now is the time to order them as they are fall-dormant, even though they will not be delivered
until the spring before growth occurs, since they are often sold out if you wait until it is time to plant them.
Jeannie offered advice and a few tricks to growing and keeping your lotus healthy and happy. Use a round
container (like a plastic round garbage can) since the roots coil around and it is impossible to get them out of
crevices or corners. They are heavy feeders and usually take about 6 fertilizer tabs/year given only once in the
spring. She uses a long, telescoping PVC pipe to deliver the water lily fertilizer tabs into the bottom of her
containers. Lotus are happy using clay soil in a pond, but if they’re not going into your pond it is best to use
garden soil. The tuber looks like a long, white radish. She fills her container about 2/3 full of the planting medium, puts the tuber right on top, and uses a small stone to keep it from floating when water is added. Add just
enough water to cover the tuber and then you wait (and wait, and wait, and wait). Lotus are warm water
plants, so it takes a while for them to grow. Growth starts with a small floater leaf, then lots of tips start forming. They are very delicate at this stage. The leaves are hydrophilic, meaning that they shed water (rather like
a duck’s back!). They like full sun and don’t like to be overcrowded. Jeannie doesn’t have hers in her pond;
at 4 feet it is too deep for the lotus. She has created a separate lotus bog. Some interesting facts: the tubers are
edible, the seeds can be popped and eaten like popcorn, and the pods are decorative and often used in flower
arrangements. Overwintering is simple as you don’t bring them inside or cut the stalks. Let them go until
spring, then cut the stalks off. Someone asked if she cuts off the pods and she replied that she does cut some
of them, and leaves some on as well. Greg and Letriana Cantrell grew lotus this year and Greg reports that
they do not cut the pods. The full sized lotus that Jeannie grows have huge, beautiful flowers about 8-9 inches
in diameter. They come in a variety of colors, such as Russian red, sunburst, white, pink, yellow, and twotoned. There are also some double bloomed varieties. I found one in the Lilypons catalog called Jeannie’s
Smile that I’m sure they named after our own Jeannie Clarke. Some varieties are better suited to our Midwest
climate, such as the hardy Mrs. Perry Slocum that Jeannie recommends. Others may be beautiful, like Lavender Lady, but Jeannie has found them to be difficult to grow. One thing to be mindful of if you plan on

having lotus in your pond is that they are not very salt tolerant, so if you salt your pond, use
caution. Some Native Americans used a mucilaginous seed mash for help in childbirth as a
calming effect. Purportedly, the leaves also have a calming, hallucinogenic effect if dried and
smoked.

Jeannie also brought along 2 books on Koi health and Diseases. Some fall prep for ponds was
discussed and Jeannie explained why ponds should be clean before we put our fish to sleep.
Most protozoa and parasites live in debris and dirty water. Costia (Ichthyobodo necatrix) is an
external parasite that is the number one problem for Koi ponds since it grows in cold water.
Fish have lessened or no active immune systems during the winter and early spring.
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Fungal and bacterial infections start to take off in the spring as well. So, if your pond overwinters without being cleaned of leaf debris and litter, most likely you are harboring this and other parasites and chances of your
fish becoming infected are greater. Some symptoms are red, streaked fins, but no holes or lesions, and it will
kill the fish. Jeannie uses Proform C to treat her pond in the fall as long as the temperature is above 50°C. She
also tests for a 0.3 on the salt meter (only in the fall, not the rest of the year) as most protozoans are not salt
tolerant. Cooling too fast is also a concern and is bad for the fish. Last winter she used 2 large bubblers, 4
inches below the surface and she lost some cold-stressed fish. Cold stressed fish will lie on their sides on the
bottom or even under the ice. You can bring the cold-stressed fish inside, slowly warming him up and provide
an antibiotic shot once per week, but even that is not a guarantee that you can save the fish. Jeannie will use 2
smaller aquarium bubblers this year. When weather starts to cool, cut down on the amount you feed the fish or
you’ll get nitrate build up in the water and they are not digesting as fast. Jeannie says it is okay to leave some
algae on the pond edges (not the long, string algae) when you clean in the spring as this helps clean the water.
She doesn’t recommend pressure washing the pond in the spring since you’ll remove all of the algae. She also
reminded us not to use LED or florescent bulbs in our de-icer tubs since they don’t put out sufficient heat to
keep a small hole in the ice as do the incandescent bulbs.
Vince reminded us that our fall netting and tents should be up by now. He reported that non-members have
contacted him about selling books and unwanted fish to the club. He has invited them to talk and present what
they have to offer at our general meetings, but no one has appeared as yet. He discussed the steps he has taken
when he discovered a heron at his pond (and it appears to have taken Brenda’s prize blue Koi). He got up at
5:30 a.m. since they tend to arrive early, and the bird was already there. The opening of his blinds that are inside the window pane scared it off a little ways. He walked outside to wait until it came back to the pond so he
could scare it off, but it out-waited him from a safe distance away. It is a protected species, so it is illegal to
trap or harm it in any way. He put up stakes and filament around the edges of his pond so that it couldn’t access the pond and wade in the shallows, which is how it hunts.
Vince announced that since our September meeting had such low attendance, we were accepting nominations
for all elected positions in the PKPS. The members holding the positions of President (Vince Smith), Treasurer (Letriana Cantrell), and Secretary (Deb Palmquist) were all interested in continuing with the jobs. A vote
was taken to see if the group wanted to retain the current position holders or nominate others. By a show of
hands, those positions will remain as filled for another year. Marlene Carter was nominated for the vacant
Vice-President position at the September general meeting. Rick Moreland nominated Lisa Carter for the VicePresident position and it was seconded by Letriana Cantrell and Todd Bong. Ballots were distributed by Brenda Smith and after being counted at the end of the meeting, Lisa Carter was voted in as the new Vice-President
of the PKPS.
T-shirts with the PKPS logo are being sold for $5 apiece. They are so nice and a variety of sizes and colors are
available. I just had to get a bright, red shirt with our logo Koi’s smirk almost as bad as my real Koi. Rick Moreland schedules locations for our meetings, so if you’d like to host please contact Rick or any other board
member for that and other questions/comments you may have.
There are no more general meetings for 2016, but don’t forget our banquet on Saturday, November 12, from
6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus, 616 W. David Street in Morton, IL. Please return the banquet
reservation form with your menu selections and checks payable to PKPS by October 31 so we can get an accurate count. You can mail to:
Letriana Cantrell
311 Arnold Road
East Peoria, IL 61611
Respectfully submitted,
Deb Palmquist, Secretary
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Man! It’s time to shut down our ponds for the year.
How time flies!!!!
We all need to remember to put our ponds to sleep the best we can for the
winter.
Here’s a check list:
That means remove all old leaves and cut back all of your water plants.
Drain your bio-falls tank and clean out the filter material. I place the
clean filter material back in the tank so it’s ready for next spring and
cover the whole tank with a tarp.
Drain all water pipes so they do not freeze during the winter.
Clean out your skimmer box, leaf bag and filter pad; store these items
inside.
Remove your submersible pump and store it in the garage in a bucket
of water deep enough to cover the pump so the seals do not dry up.
Disconnect any auto fill valves you have.
Disconnect any UV lights, drain them and store them inside. Do the
same with any spitters.
Place your heaters or pond deicers in the pond and place any air stones
in the shallow end of the pond.
On a regular basis you need to check that the light bulbs in your pond
deicer are still burning, and check that your pond heater is still keeping
an opening in the ice.
Everybody loves this one, but you need to clear snow off the ice on a
regular basis so sun light can get through the ice and keep any vegetation
you didn’t get out of the pond from dying and using up valuable oxygen.

4

Our Elections are Finished
Lisa Carter has been elected our new vice-president. She would like to
take on the Chair person position for special Events but would be happy
for any help she could get.
A member of our club pasted away last month. Charles D. “Chuck”
Seeber. He was a long-time member of our club.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
For the month of November
Sheldon Bevard Todd Bong
Don Brubaker Cheryl Ivey
Dan & Marilyn Roley
Tom Williamson
For the Month of December
Lori Kruger
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If only I had known……
I’ve started a new section for our newsletter, but you all have to help.
It might be tough for some of us to admit, but let’s talk about things we
wouldn’t do again. (we won’t call them mis___s)
I’m sure everyone can come up with at least one thing. We can all
learn from our (mis_____s,) and build better ponds.
When adding water to your pond never ever just lay the hose into the
pond and turn it on. Why? Because koi like to swim in a stream of water which is what you are doing by placing the hose into the pond. But
what you don’t know is that now your fish are taking a bath in the
chorine that is coming out of your hose. Their gills are getting a
straight shot of chorine which can kill them. Always use a spray nozzle
set on some type of spray pattern and set it up so it sprays into the air
first and then into your pond. By spraying it into the air first it helps to
dissipate the chorine from the water before it enters your pond. Also,
you need to set some kind of timer, whether it’s on your watch, your
phone, the stove, or your microwave so you do not forget that you have
the water running into the pond. You could flood the fish right out of
your pond onto the ground.
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Board Meetings
November 19th Moreland Residence

Club Meetings
Nov. 12

Knights of Columbus
Morton, IL.

Remember
George?
Says:
Don’t forget
the
Banquet
TREASURER’S REPORT
Beginning Balance:
Income:
Expenses:
Ending Balance:

$4,286.24
750.30
54.14
$4,982.40
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Vincent Smith
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924 W. Ridgemont Rd.
Peoria, IL 61614
309-682-1422
E-mail:

Officers
Vincent Smith Pr esident/
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309-682-1422
309-712-7309
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309-694-9801
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217-737-3646
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309-645-7163

Greg Cantrell
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Jeannie Clarke
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Rick Moreland
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309-694-5057
Todd Bong
309-256-9582
Jim Simmons
309-678-5363
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Debra Palmquist Secretary
309-696-7114

AKCA

Directors

Brenda Smith
Raffles/Door Prizes/Special
Events
309-682-1422

Karen Hofstetter
309-699-5155

